ENTERTAINMENT FOR MARCH 2014

‘lll"h\\\\\ o

HE UNDERGROUND
FEMALE ORGASM CULT

INTERVIEW: GAWKER'S
"NICK DENTON

- A CRAZED WEEKEND
¢ WITH THE IRON SHEIK

BEST BOOZE IN
THE WORLD

CARS OF THE YEAR

PRESCRIPTION
FOR DEATH

200 77 BURRELL

LI

72527402460



vincebeiser
Oval





PRESCRIPTION
FOR DEATH

HOW PAINKILLERS
DESTROYED THE TOWN
OF WAR, WEST VIRGINIA

MARCH 2014

63

QM td a big guy, six-foot-three and

ore than 200 pounds. When | met him back in 2011, he was sitting in
the fall sunshine on his father’s porch in a little town in West Virginia,
wearing a blue polo shirt and sporting a neat goatee. All in all, he looked
pretty good for a hardcore junkie.

John, then 36, had been hooked for years on prescription pills—mostly
painkillers such as OxyContin and Vicodin, opiate-based drugs as po-
tent as their chemical cousin heroin. “I hate being an addict, but | can’t
shake it,” he told me. John hadn’t worked in years. He'd stolen from
his family to get drug money. He'd once gashed his arm on a nail>>>
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